


Page 2 
 

healthy nutrition standards are estimated to decrease the number of childhood obesity 
cases by more than two million and lead to a cost savings of $800 million.  
 
Over the past few years, my staff has talked to more than 800 school food service staff, 
parents, teachers, and perhaps most important, the kids. What they found were 
innovative, dedicated staff, children who love eating healthy, and parents who are 
confident that the food their children get in school is nutritious. They do not want to see 
the clock turned back to the days when Congress designated pizza as a vegetable. 
 
I visited an elementary school near our headquarters in Dallas, Texas, and the school 
nutrition program was amazing – and the food was delicious. The children couldn’t get 
enough fruits and vegetables; the meal met the moderate amounts of sodium and whole 
grain requirements; and the parents and teachers were engaged in a comprehensive 
healthy school environment. Coupled with farm-to-school and a school garden, the 


