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Executive Summary 

The American Heart Association (AHA) is committed to applying a systems 
approach to help ensure sustainable nutrition security for all. The annual 
Foodscape Innovation Summit TM is an essential part of AHA’s food systems 
work in support of equitable nutrition security. The AHA convenes thought 
leaders and stakeholders throughout the food system — including the 
�a�c�a�k�n�c�€�r�š���V�a�L�s�o�r�n�{�š���T�c�x�N�n�a�`�N�a�r���A�a�L���A�J�A�L�N�`�V�J���o�N�J�r�c�n�o���±���r�c���€�a�L���J�c�`�`�c�a��
ground, explore collaborative solutions, and ultimately drive food system 
action and innovation for more nutritious, accessible and affordable diets 
that are good for both people and the planet. 

The seventh annual Foodscape Innovation 
Summit, which convened on June 7, 2022, 
focused on prioritizing nutrition in health 
care, sustainable food access, and research to 
advance affordable nutrition for the health of 
people and the planet. Panelists and invited 
attendees represented the diverse perspec-
tives and expertise needed to champion and 
successfully create greater health equity and 
nutrition security. 

“We all need to think about food for health, 
not only for the health of individuals, but 
food for health in a way that maintains our 
ability to live on this planet.” 
– Eduardo Sanchez , 

American Heart Association 

The 2022 summit highlighted increasing agreement among such diverse organizations as 
the World Health Organization, U.S. Department of Agriculture and AHA that nutrition 
security —rather than either nutrition or food security alone —is a national and global priority. 
Interwoven with a lack of nutrition security for all is the urgency of climate change, both of which 
are disproportionately impacting the poorest and most marginalized members of society. With 
such clear agreement on the importance of nutrition security, the summit dialogue illustrated 
numerous examples of what is possible. 

In the following table are �€�x�N���J�n�c�o�o�®�J�s�r�r�V�a�T���a�s�r�n�V�r�V�c�a���o�N�J�s�n�V�r�{���n�N�o�k�c�a�o�N���r�U�N�`�N�o that arose during 
the summit, as well as critical actions for nutrition security impact that are relevant across 
multiple sectors, systems and settings. 
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SECURITY THEMES 

CRITICAL ACTIONS FOR 
NUTRITION SECURITY IMPACT 

Everyone has a role to play. 
Take ownership for your role. Seek to under-
stand and leverage complementary strengths 
that others contribute. 

Disconnects between solutions and the 
needs, priorities, abilities, resources and 
values of individuals experiencing nutrition 
insecurity are major barriers to success. 

Listen to better understand needs and prior-
ities of those experiencing nutrition insecurity, 
as well as the needs and priorities of partners 
in development or implementation. 

Engagement and collaboration from the 
ground up and sustained over time increase 
the potential for meeting expectations and 
facilitating utilization. 

Co-create equitable solutions that meet relevant 
needs and priorities with respect for dignity. 
Acknowledge and, where possible, address 
social stigma, structural racism and poverty as 



 
 

 
 

 

  

   
 

  

  

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

  

Program Summary 

https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001072
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• Partner with health care entities to provide “We all have a role to play here ... wherever
medically tailored groceries or food we work, whether it be in health care, in the 
prescriptions. 

food industry, in government, and I think 
A comprehensive approach to improve nutrition there is a lot of possibility.” 
security across sectors will help move from a – Anne N. Thorndike, M.D., MPH 
place of health disparities to health equity. 

PANEL: Innovation to Prioritize Nutrition in Health Care 

SPEAKERS: 

• Brian Ebersole, Health Innovations, Geisinger 

• Lisa Roberson, RDN, LD, Morrison Healthcare, 
Compass Group North America 

• Sibel Ozcelik, ML, MS, Division of Delivery 
System Demonstrations, Center for Medicare 
and Medicaid Innovation, Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 

The health care innovation panel featured speakers who shared their experiences in prioritizing 
nutrition as essential to health care, both within the health care system and in the community. 
While the topics covered were diverse, each panelist emphasized the importance of end-to-end 



 
     

 
  

 

  

  

  
 

PANEL: Innovation for Sustainable Healthy Food Access 

The healthy food access innovation panel featured representatives from 
three small and growing businesses who are innovating “on the ground” to 
support a health-promoting, equitable, sustainable food system. Evidence-



 

 

 

 

 

 

 







  

  

Innovation for Sustainable Healthy Food Access 
Interact with small and growing businesses that are innovating on-the-ground strategies for 
sustainable nutritious food access 

MODERATOR: Ashlye Stewart, managing director, Social Impact Funds, AHA 

Beth Leonard, MBA�š���J�U�V�N�S���€�a�A�a�J�V�A�^���c�S�€�J�N�n�¦�J�U�V�N�S���c�k�N�n�A�r�V�a�T���c�S�€�J�N�n�š���Œ�-�����c�c�L�o 

Jeremy Cooley, CEO, Tangelo 

Dan Wexler, MPH, MBA, CEO, Eat Well Meal Kits 

Food as Medicine Strategy — Kroger 
Marc Watkins, M.D�™�š���J�U�V�N�S���`�N�L�V�J�A�^���c�S�€�J�N�n�š�����n�c�T�N�n�����N�A�^�r�U��

Affordable Nutrition for Healthy People and a Healthy Planet 
Explore cutting-edge research to inform and facilitate dietary patterns and practices that are 
affordable, culturally relevant, and also good for the health of people and the environment. 

Selena Ahmed, Ph.D., MSc, director, Periodic Table of Food Initiative (remote) 

Jeffrey Rosichan, Ph.D., director, Crops of the Future Collaborative —Next Generation Crops, 
Foundation for Food & Agriculture Research 

Closing Remarks and Thanks 
Eduardo Sanchez 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Appendix B: Participants 

Fernanda Almeida 
Lead Food Database 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Maya Maroto 
VP, Federal State & 
Municipal Partnerships 
Partnership for a Healthier 
America 

Kyle McKillop 
FoodData Central Lead 
Agricultural Research Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Shari Mermelstein 
Clinical Account Consultant 
Foodsmart 

Elana Natker 
Registered Dietitian 
Consultant 
Grain Foods Foundation 

Sarah Ohlhorst 
�
�U�V�N�S���1�J�V�N�a�J�N���-�c�^�V�J�{���%�S�€�J�N�n 
American Society of Nutrition 

Marcia Otto 
Assistant Professor 
UTHealth School of Public 
Health 

Irina Pelphrey 
Vice President Health 
Albertsons Companies 

Tricia Psota 
Managing Director 
Nutrition On Demand 

Kristi Reimers 
Director 
Conagra Brands 

Sylvia Rowe 
President 
SR Strategy, LLC 

Mickey Rubin 
Executive Director 
Egg Nutrition Center* 

Sally Sampson 
Founder 
ChopChop Family 

Sara Santa Cruz 
Program Coordinator 
Virginia Dept of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services 

Stephanie Scott 
Business Manager, 
healthyAisles 
Vestcom 

Andrea Sharkey 
Project Manager 
NYC Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene 

Jane Stenson 
Vice President Food 
and Nutrition 
Catholic Charities USA 

Alison Steiber 
�
�U�V�N�S���1�J�V�N�a�J�N���%�S�€�J�N�n 
Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics 

Traci Simmons 
Director, Health Systems 
Innovation 
Feeding America 

Tambra Stevenson 
�
�U�V�N�S�����z�N�J�s�r�V�x�N���%�S�€�J�N�n 
WANDA: Women Advancing 
Nutrition Dietetics & 
Agriculture 

Josephine Thomason 
National Nutrition Advisor 
Alliance for a Healthier 
Generation 

Cheryl Toner 
Portfolio Lead, Nutrition 
American Heart Association 

���c�n�c�r�U�N�A���9�A�€�A�L�V�o 
Director of Health Partnerships 
and Engagement 
National Council on Aging 

Maya Vadiveloo 
Associate Professor 
University of Rhode Island 

Mollie Van Lieu 
Vice President, Nutrition 
and Health 
International Fresh Produce 
Association 

* Industry Nutrition Forum member 

Linda Van Horn 
Professor, Preventive Medicine 
Northwestern University 
Medical School 

Baxter Webb 
SVP, Therapeutics 
Foodsmart 

Jean Welsh 
Associate Professor 
Emory University 

Daniel Wexler 
�
�U�V�N�S�����z�N�J�s�r�V�x�N���%�S�€�J�N�n 
EatWell Meal Kits 

Cheryl Williams 
Public Health Analyst 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention 

Patricia Williamson 
Principal Scientist 
Cargill* 

���s�L�V�r�U���:�{�^�V�N�®�0�c�o�N�r�r 
Professor, Epidemiology 
and Population Health 
Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine 
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Appendix C: American Heart Association 
Industry Nutrition Forum 

The Industry Nutrition Forum (INF) convenes food system industry leaders with AHA nutrition 
science and public health experts to collaboratively address critical challenges in the food system 
and promote sustainable nutrition security for all people and communities. The following organiza-
tions were members of the INF at the time of the Seventh Annual Foodscape Innovation Summit: 

• Ajinomoto Health & Nutrition North America Inc. 

• Aramark 

• CanolaInfo/Canola Council of Canada 

• Cargill, Inc. 

• Egg Nutrition Center 

• General Mills, Inc. 

• IFF 

• Kroger Health 

• McCormick Science Institute 

• McDonald’s 

• Quaker Foods 

• Simply Good Foods Company 

• Unilever 

• United Soybean Board 

Special thanks to Nutrition on Demand, LLC for writing the report, Soaring Hearts Design Studio, 
LLC for report design, East 27 Creative for photography, and Sydney Jones, an AHA Empowered 
to Serve Scholar, for social media support. 
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�c�k�{�n�V�T�U�r���Š�ˆ�Š�Š�����`�N�n�V�J�A�a�����N�A�n�r�����o�o�c�J�V�A�r�V�c�a�š�����a�J�™�š���A���•�ˆ�‰�¨�J�©�¨�‹�©���a�c�r�®�S�c�n�®�k�n�c�€�r�™�����^�^���n�V�T�U�r�o���n�N�o�N�n�x�N�L�™�����c�c�L�o�J�A�k�N�����a�a�c�x�A�r�V�c�a���V�o���A���r�n�A�L�N�`�A�n�]���c�S���r�U�N���������™���4�a�A�s�r�U�c�n�V�~�N�L���s�o�N���k�n�c�U�V�I�V�r�N�L�™�����‘�¦�Š�Š 
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